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When Princess Elizabeth became our Queen on the death of her 

father, King George Vl,  6th Feb 1952, did she ever even think she 

could still be our monarch 70 years later, in the 21st Century? Now 

aged 96  her longevity must reside in her maternal genes for her 

mother  lived for 102 years and Queen Elizabeth ll  is now our  

longest serving and oldest ever  monarch. 
 

Our celebrations of Her Platinum 

Jubilee  took place from 2nd to 5th 

June, arranged by the co-ordinating 

committee  chaired by Jeff Hallett,  in 

line with the National activities,  

In fact our first event, on 2nd Feb, was 

the planting of our memorial Jubilee 

oak tree, the event being affectionately 

known as òtreebilleeó, which took 

place on the glebe land on the north 

side of St Peter and St Paul Church.  It 

was accomplished by enthusiastic 

volunteers complete with spades  and 

watering cans to provide a good start 

and, to get it well established,  

members of the bell ringers have 

volunteered to water it during their 

practice meetings.  

God save the Queen 

https://platinumjubilee.gov.uk/


Pettistree People    June 2022                                                                                               Page 2 

On Thursday the  2nd June, Trooping the Colour 

and a flypast took place in London but it did not 

pass over us this year, However Brad Bye mounted 

model aircraft  in his garden to compensate! 

 

 

 

 

 

In Loudham the finishing touches were made to a 

colossal bonfire built by Tom Over, the son-in-law 

of the landowners Philip and Caroline Westrope at 

Park Farm. It comprised a ring of about twenty 

large potato crates into which was piled anything 

that burned, including dead trees. Later Jim Jarvie 

and Chris Cook  made-ready barbecues for first 

arrivals at half past seven.  In fact about 80 people 

arrived and soon Jim and Chris were in full swing 

satisfying their appetites.  

Alongside, Maggie Hallett was also doing a good 

trade in tickets for the raffle on Sunday. 

Tom lit the bonfire at 8.45 and it roared into life. 

Jim changed his chefõs uniform and donned his 

Highland dress  and òserenadedó us with tunes on 

his bagpipes. Little smoke came off the fire  and 

the breeze was from the NE, so it was not a 

problem for traffic the on the adjacent A12. But it 

was reported to the Fire Brigade who duly arrived  

and following inspection they left us to witness its 

slow decline. It was however, still burning the 

following morning! 
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On  Saturday from 10.00 to 16.00 hours  a display 

of flowers, arts and crafts was held in the church 

and it was continued on Sunday, the next day. 

òThank you to everyone who exhibited, helped and 

visited the church during the Jubilee weekend.  

Without all of you it would not have been the great 

success that it was. 

The exhibition was open to residents of Pettisttree 

and the congregation of St Peter & St Paul.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The craft exhibition was displayed in the chancel 

where there was a wide variety of work ð 

patchwork, lacemaking, silver jewellery, wood 

turning, knitting, weaving and embroidery. Items 

exhibited included a fine Carickmacross needle 

lace Celtic cross  with a  Torchon bobbin lace table 

cloth, wood turning - bell pulls to bowls, 

needlework pictures in cross stitch, crewel work as 

well as stump work. Knitted Teddies for Tragedy, 

comfort Teddies for children going through hard 

times, as well as very small hats for premature 

babies. A knitted scarf using the Brioche technique 

in mohair and silk as well as a woven tunic. 

Also several patchwork quilts using many 

techniques; one was included in the raffle, which 

could cunningly be changed into a cushion, details 

of how were included with the quilt.  The raffle 

was to raise funds to help with the expenses of the 

weekend.  Very well supported. 

There was also a sales table which had wood turned 

pieces plus original pieces of silver and enamelled 

jewellery and crocheted jug covers. 

Next morning, Friday, there was a Service of 

Thanksgiving at St Pauls, London, and at 3pm in 

Pettistree, at St Peter and St Pauls, the bells rang 

out. òThe band rang a fine quarter peal of 

Cambridge Surprise Minor, 1270 changes. This 

was just one of 131 performances across Suffolk 

and over 2800 worldwide for the Queenõs 

Platinum Jubilee celebrations. To mark the 

occasion The Ringing World produced a 

certificateó.            Mary Garner, Tower Captain 

[ŜƊ ǘƻ ǊƛƎƘǘΥ  tƛǇǇŀ aƻǎǎΣ 9ƭŀƛƴŜ ¢ƻǿƴǎŜƴŘΣ aŀǊȅ DŀǊƴŜǊΣ aŀǊƪ hƎŘŜƴΣ tŜǘŜǊ IŀǊǇŜǊΣ aƛƪŜ ²Ƙƛǘōȅ 



The main body of the church held the Art 
Exhibition and was again  open to residents and 
church members, with 11 artists showing their 
work é31 pictures in all. There was a good 
mixture: pastel, watercolour, collages, a Lino cut, 
several acrylics, pen and ink, one by bamboo pen, 
and three oil paintings. 
The children at Presmere Day Nursery displayed 
their special òpostage stampsó. 
Not very flattering images of the Queen and doubt 

the Post Office would accept them! But they 
demonstrated some young talent. 

At 1100 on Sunday the 5th June a Songs of Praise 

was held in the churchyard. 

òIt was thought, when the first discussions were 

taking place on how to mark the Platinum Jubilee, 

that as there had been services of Songs of Praise to 

mark previous National events, it would be a good 

idea to repeat this.  Mary Garner offered to take on 

the task of sourcing well known popular hymns and 

plans went ahead. Surprisingly very few suggestions 

were forthcoming from Pettistree folk, so when 

Rev Leslie Siu offered to do some research into 

hymns and readings with a Royal connection we 

agreed it was an excellent idea.  

After some discussion Mary and I agreed to share 

the organising, she did all the music and prepared 

the service sheets, and I took advantage of the 

internet to find suitable Coronation anecdotes and 

prayers. I actually found the research fascinating, 

although time-consuming, and discovered that the 

Coronation Service took over three and a quarter 

hours, which is staggering.  

The weather on Sunday June 5th was not very good, 

the forecast was for heavy showers, but as it was 

fine when the 9.30 am Communion service 

finished, it was decided to continue as planned with 

Songs of Praise in the churchyard. Jeff Hallett set 
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For the Flower Festival we enlisted the help of 

several members of Wickham Market Flower Club 

who augmented our regular church flower 

arrangers. Rather than going for the conventional 

red, white and blue for the Jubilee we decided that 

as it was also the backdrop for the art and craft 

exhibition, which would be colourful, green and 

white would enhance all items on display. It 

worked , especially as during the following week 

there was a funeral for a member of the 

congregation. It never ceases to amaze us the 

amount of hidden talent there is and this was a good 

opportunity for everyone to see and enjoy it. 

Thank you again to everyoneó.. 

Margaret Blackall and Geraldine Thompson 
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Maggie Hallett 
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up a loudspeaker, Mary organised her keyboard and 

the congregation collected chairs or perched on 

suitable tombstones. Since there was a service at 

the same time in Wickham Market church the vicar 

was unable to lead us in Pettistree so Kevin Blyth 

welcomed everyone, I took on the role of linking 

the various hymns together and Martin Corral did a 

Bible reading from Matthew 22: verses 15 ð 22. 

During the short service nine well known hymns 

were sung and we finished by singing all three 

verses of the National Anthem.  

The final prayer was one recommended to be used 

in all Christian churches over the Jubilee weekend. 

Gracious God, we give you thanks 

for the reign of your servant Elizabeth our Queen, 

and for the example of loving and faithful service 

which she has shown among us. 

Help us to follow her example of dedication 

and to commit our lives to you and to one another, 

through Jesus Christ our Lord. 

Amen. 

It was a very special occasion and much appreciated 

by all who came. After the service people who 

hadnõt been into the church on the previous day 

took the opportunity to view the flower 

decorations, the art work and the crafts on displayó. 

Also on Sunday 5 June a Heritage Display of the 

Platinum years in our village was completed in the 

village hall and it was available then for viewing 

prior to the Bring and Share lunch. 

òPettistree is extremely fortunate to have a wide 

range of historical documents recorded in our 

archive, from wills to property deeds, from 

householders to church registers and manorial 

books.  However, it also has social history to add to 

the mix retained by past and present generations of 

residents. 

The majority of these are now safely housed in The 

Hold, the new home of Suffolk County Archives 

located near the Waterfront in Ipswich.  The most 

recent substantial deposit in 2014 was that of the 

Joan Peck Collection, which is regarded by The 

Hold as an exemplary collection of local history 

records. 

As we always aim to do for each celebratory event, 

the Pettistree Heritage team, aka Joan Peck, Mary 

Garner and myself, researched appropriate archive 

material to match the occasion as well as adding 

something new to the records.  Mary and I visited 

The Hold to view the records we thought weõd 

need and booked them for collection.   

We were very pleased to realise that many of them 

were in the form of albums or booklets, making 

them so much easier for viewing, whilst others 

were already mounted on our trademark pink 

paper, having been used on previous occasions. 

The records on show at the Village Hall during the 

Bring and Share Lunch included past Jubilees and 

royal events, village parties, fundraising barbecues 

for the upgrading of the former ôWI Hutõ when it 

became our Village Hall in 1993/94, treasure 

hunts and photographic censuses.  New for this 

exhibition was a display of dwellings built, or 

rebuilt,  in the last 70 years ð just 17 of them ð 

with contributions from current occupiers and 

added snippets of historical note.  Personal 
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memories of living in Pettistree in the early part of 

the Queenõs reign reminded us just how much has 

changed. 

Also new this year was a Platinum Jubilee 

photographic record of houses and people 

compiled by Liisa Beagley, which will become an 

important part of our archive. Liisa had requested 

photographs from householders and included those 

who responded. 

Huge thanks are due to Mary and Joan who 

brought the exhibition to fruition during the 

Jubilee week while I was on holiday, whilst Ray 

Whitehand ably manned the display sharing his own 

personal memories of living in Pettistree as a boy 

and his expertise as a keen local history researcher 

and author.  Ray is in fact currently cataloguing the 

Joan Peck Collection as a volunteer at The Hold, so 

our records were in good hands.  

As with previous significant events we shall now 

collect and record peopleõs memories and 

photographs of the Platinum Jubilee celebrations in 

our parish so that they too can become part of our 

archive. We would welcome photographs and 

memories of the celebrations so please do get in 

touch via email at news@pettistree.suffolk.gov.ukó 

                          Cath Caudwell, Pettistree Heritage 

òLunch for, hmm quite a lot! As a newbie to the 

ôbring and shareõ luncheon, I was not at all sure 

what to expect: sausage rolls or sausage cassoulet. 

But, as I had volunteered to be the food placer, at 

10.40 on Jubilee Sunday I was at the village hall 

anticipating a bit of a wait for the food to turn up.  

But non! The tables were already taken with home-

baked cakes and tarts and a few savoury dishes. 

Applying few logistic skills, I reasoned that the 

short table would be ok for the sweets and the long  

table for the savouries, eventually. And then Mary 

Chilvers arrived to help and add one of her famed 

quiches. After that the doors opened and the food 

flooded in. 

No space left for more cakes after the trifles and 

angel cupcakes had been added. The large table 

meanwhile had filled with a plethora of cracking 

pies, fresh salmon, chicken legs, colourful salad, 
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asparagus, hot potatoes, fish pate, sandwiches and 

various cheeses. 

 A stunning display of generosity and effort. Cath 

Caudwell appeared from nowhere to sort me out. 

Another table was found. A posse of chaps set off to 

the Parish Room to borrow more tables only to find 

they had disappeared; probably to Wickham  

Market, we thought. So, a decision was made to 

move the sweet things to the kitchen and then 

produce them as a bonus when the savouries were 

gone. 

That didnõt take long. Dozens joined the queue to 

fill their plates. Much networking was achieved. I 

was asked to give out commemorative horse brasses 

to the children of the village, who were otherwise 

busy enjoying themselves playing games outside. the 

raffle filled us all with anticipation and slight 

disappointment when the prizes went elsewhere.  

Note to self: there are some very enthusiastic bakers 

and cooks in Pettistree, donõt ever think of 

competing.                                                   

A treat of a social event even without the 

marmalade sandwiches. 

 Finally Jeff Hallett asked us all to stand and we 

sang, surprising in unison, the first verse of our 

National Anthemó. 

                                                                             Sue  Jones 

òAt one of the meetings, held to 

try to ensure that the Pettistree 

Jubilee celebrations went 

smoothly, it was suggested that 

we should hold a raffle during the 

event in order to make sure that 

all the costs were coveredé. 

foolishly I offered to organise 

one. 

A  few e-mails and ôphone calls 

later I was amazed to realize that 

this was going to be a very special raffle.  

Raffles I organised pre-covid tended to have a 

hamper, some chocolates, various toiletries, a 

bottle or two and the obligatory scented candles.  

This time all those were there but also a flying 

lesson, a stay in a holiday cottage, a patchwork 

quilt, Jubilee biscuit tins and many more. 

We are very grateful to all those who donated 

prizes including Air Manage Suffolk, the Westropes, 

Alexander Nicoll, David Harris, Sue Jones, Mike 

Watts, the Signys, Davies, Jarvies, Beagleys, 

Haywards and many other members of the 

community. 

Tickets were sold at all the different venues of the 

event starting with the barbecue & beacon lighting 

where I sold a large number of tickets until sunset 

meant I was struggling to see. The tickets were also 

available at the Art & Craft exhibition and during 

the Bring and Share lunch which meant that over 

£300 was raised which should easily cover the 

expenses of the event. After a great deal of help 

from members of my family and others, the 

hundreds of tickets were folded and placed in large 



Pettistree People    June 2022                                                                                      Page 8  

Although overcast it was fortunate 

that the weather stayed dry and the 

young children were able to play 

outside. 

òThey certainly enjoyed the 

afternoon. After the scrumptious 

lunch they settled on games and fun 

activities. Splat the Rat, Table 

Football and Giant Jenga kept the 

boys and girls busy.  

Others were keen to paint faces, 

and make and decorate sparkling 

crowns. Wi th Celebrat ion 

chocolates all round, they went 

home smilingó. 

Judy Steventon                                                                                                      

òSeveral weeks of discussion by e-mail 

with Alison Garbett, a very well known 

producer of quality horse brasses, led 

to the production of a special edition 

Pe t t i s t r e e  H o r s e  B r a s s  t o 

commemorate Queen Elizabethõs 

Platinum Jubilee. To ensure that the 

brasses would arrive in time for the 

Jubilee weekend I ordered 100, and 

thankfully they were delivered in good 

time. 

Our County Councillor Alexander 

Nicoll offered to sponsor brasses to be 

given to all  Pettistree & Loudham 

children of school age and under.  The 

majority of the brasses were presented 

by Sue Jones to children who were at 

the ôBring & Shareõ lunch. Please let 

maggie.hallett@btinternet.com know 

if you have a child who qualifies and 

has not yet received their giftó.                            

box to be drawn. The draw was held at the end of 

the lunch and luckily most of the prizes were won  

by those who were there or had a friend who could 

collect, so I was only left with around 10 prizes to 

sort out and deliver. Later that evening I made 

some telephone calls and was very pleased to find 

that the Introductory Flying Lesson had been won 

by Pete who was delighted to learn of his luck and 

stated that it was the one thing on the prize list he 

had really wanted!  I hope he will write an short 

article later for Pettistree People to tell us of his 

experience. By the time that this article is being 

read every winner will have received their prize as 

I have had to wait for some to return from their 

holidays.ó                                                      Maggie Hallett 

Maggie Hallett 


