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What’s On Do you know this

We celebrated VE-Day with a 'street man?
Pettistree Parish Council meeting: party' but another invader is causing Charlie Haylock
7pm Thursday, 12 June at the alarm. See pages 7 and 14 is back Zee page

Village Hall.

The Dig film: 7.30pm 13 June at ChurCh returr"ng to health

the Vill Hall
e Village Ha It has taken a long time to resolve the issues with church interior,

] ) ) but work is well under way to replace the plaster and bring our
An evening with Charlie Haylock: precious 13th century building back to health. At the same time the
7pm 27 June at the Village Hall Victorian Parish Room is also getting some much-needed tender

loving care. When each
are completed, it will be
time for more
celebrations! See page 6
for a detailed update.

Table tennis: 5.30pm on third
Wednesday in the month at the
Village Hall

Coffee morning: 10.30am first

Wednesday in the month at the

Village Hall
What about the

ish?
Bell ringing practice: 7pm, health of the parish

Wed d tthe Ch h
ednesdays at the Churc The Parish Council

held its Annual
Parish Meeting in
April. Reports can be
found on page 8

Thursday Drinks: 8pm last
Thursday in the month at the
Greyhound

Pettistree People is published in: March, June,

September and December




Police surprises

Sue Jones

Chair, Pettistree Parish Council

The council is obliged by law to hold an annual
parish meeting every year so we had ours on 24
April. Heartening to see a dozen or so villagers
attend to hear from the parish council and its
seven councillors. This year we had the bonus of a
visit by our local police liaison officer, PC Claire
Cox. When | asked Claire to appear, | said that we
were having a few burglaries and occasional anti-
social behaviour. When she sent me her annual
report it came as a shock to see how much police
activity had been recorded for Pettistree: seven
burglaries or attempted burglaries (all but one on
non-dwellings such as sheds) and five
miscellaneous investigations into sensitive
matters such as family disputes. Property stolen
included silver items, a lawnmower, strimmer,
chainsaw and a tv. Suffolk police are holding
monthly surgeries in Wickham Market - which is
experiencing anti-social behaviour - and Claire is
prepared to do the same in Pettistree. The
monthly coffee mornings at the Village Hall were
suggested as a good place to start. Failing that
we'll find a suitable place.

A few items were raised for action.
Another request for Rogues Lane to have a 30mph
speed restriction especially now that the County
Highways have helpfully erected de-restricted
speed signs at the junction with Main Road.
Parking at the church was raised again as a
problem. Contractors and visitors have been
parking on the wildflower meadow when the
actual parking site has been full. The PCC was
asked to find a better solution. Part of it will be to
re-direct the Greyhound overspill and the public to
the Village Hall car park instead. If the flower
meadow is to be saved, then church regulars need
some additional parking near to the church. Ideas
welcome.

Pettistree is odd in not having street name
signs. This may be because it has always been
thought of as 'countryside’, but it can't be easy for
visitors and deliverers to find addresses. Rita
Smith of Church Farm asked for this to be
remedied. So, Cllr James Hayward volunteered to
contact our county councillor, Alexander Nicoll,
who is always ready to help. He contacted County
Highways and we all discovered why a unitary
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authority and devolution maybe a good idea.
Traditional finger posts are installed by SCC but
only if someone else pays for them. They are
around £750 each. The street signs at waist height
which can be seen everywhere - except Pettistree
- are installed and maintained by the district
council. So, we asked our district councillor, Sally
Noble, to make enquiries. All signs are expensive
(no idea why) so given the current state of local
authority budgets visitors are probably going to
have to rely on the their satnav for now. But Cllr
Hayward is on the case.

The Annual Parish Meeting ended with Cllr
Mary Chilvers' sausage rolls - never to be missed.
Thank you, Mary. It was followed by the parish
council's AGM when chair and vice chair have to
be proposed, seconded and voted on.

| was re-selected as chair. Tom Over was
re-selected as vice chair. We also co-opted a
councillor to replace Chris Cook who has retired.
He is Councillor Charlie Warburg (pictured) of

Loudham. Charlie's family
own land and farm in that
village.

A list of councillors
and their responsibilities can
be found on page 16 and on
the website.

Wickham Market
Bowls Club asked the council
whether it would be prepared

to grant some CIL funds towards renovation of the
clubhouse. On a vote this was declined. But we
are considering whether CIL can be used for some
projects at the school.

Local government and East Suffolk is
going through a thrashing currently due to energy
projects and national government policies. ESC
has been given a new house building target which
it says is not achievable, and there are plans to
speed up the delivery of clean energy projects,
public transport links, and other Nationally
Significant Infrastructure Projects (NSIPs).

One proposalis to remove the duty on
developers to consult and engage with
communities before a project is presented to the
Planning Inspectorate. The duty to have regard to
any comments from voluntary consultations
undertaken by a promoter may also be removed.

As one county councillor put it recently:
we want more consultation about what goes on in
our ‘homeland' not less.
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New to the village

Home Farm

Meg and Sam and their two children swapped London for Suffolk when
the Overs moved to Loudham from Home Farm. They were impressed
with the enthusiasm for the county when looking for a completely
different way of life. "We just randomly came to Woodbridge and
everyone was so enthusiastic about Suffolk that we decided this was the
place for us," says Meg.

The couple, Meg Lucas and Sam Ayres, have two children: Ada
aged 3 and 10months old Cecilie plus Border Terrier Ted.

Currently Sam works for the Church of England finance
department and Meg has a career in marketing and brand development.
Their new home has also coincided with new careers: Meg is studying
acupuncture and will qualify next year and Sam is moving into private
practice as a psychotherapist.

They lived in London for 17 years before moving to Pettistree, but
Meg grew up in rural Essex and Sam in Bournemouth. Keen to get
involved in village life Meg is now the person to contact about our village
website. Thanks Meg!

Church Cottage

It's a small world. Retired teachers, Deborah and Martin lves moved into Church Cottage in Walnuts Lane and
found their Loudham neighbour was a former pupil, parish councillor and farmer, Tom Over. The couple had
been renting in Essex but were in France when they found the thatched grade Il, 16th century property on
Rightmove. "We saw it and put in an offer straightaway," says Deborah who had declared earlier that she did
not want a thatched cottage. Now they are deeply into renovations and moved in after installing central heating.

The couple have been married 40
years since graduating. They've had child-
centred careers: Martin was headteacher
at Old Buckenham Hall School, an award-
winning prep school in Brettenham,
Suffolk. They taught together at Summer
Fields School, Oxford and ran a boarding
house for 13 years old boys. Martin is still
chair of governors at a school in Great
Tey.

Clearly devoted to education, they
now look after their grandsons aged 4 and
nearly two once a week. And they have a
dog, called Pod, a black and white Jack
Russell terrier.

The couple didn't have the best
experience before they moved into the
village: their annex was broken into and
belongings stolen. But they were
heartened by the speed at which the
police forensic team arrived.
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Worth the climb
Cath Caudwell

Some people will go to any lengths to get a view. Thisis a
tree surgeon from Eastwood Tre Services taking the top off
Eric Dowker's Poplar tree at Rosemary Cottage, Rogues
Lane.

Eric was approached by BT to do the work as the
top of his Poplar was interfering with a beam for phone
services. The surgeon took a few feet off the top in a matter
of minutes. He also took advantage of the spectacular
views, especially towards the coast where he could see
Sizewell B and the pylons as well as the sea - his best view
from a tree ever apparently.

Let's keep it that way!

A message from our East Suffolk Councillor, Sally Noble

We invest every single penny we can in services to help maintain the beauty and cleanliness of East Suffolk
but sometimes admit that it can never be enough.

A cross-party working group of councillors is already working on different ways we can maintain
the beauty of East Suffolk, which includes encouraging more residents to take active pride in their local
area.

This includes reducing fly-tipping, recycling properly and even, where possible, looking after the
spaces outside your own property. We are also working closely and collaboratively with Suffolk County
Council who have responsibility for weeds on roads and pavements, potholes and road signs.

There is already an incredible network of volunteers who work to help keep our district beautiful,
with regular litter-picks, planting, and an all-round effort to keep their local area clean. If East Suffolk
matters to you, if you want to play your part, we would love you to get involved. East Suffolk’s Amazing...
let’s keep it that way!

The Council will support local communities and groups by lending equipment for litter pick events,
including hi-vis vests, litter pickers, bags and bag hoops. A range of information about how communities
can get involved in schemes, as well as a range of tips and advice, can be found at:
eastsuffolk.gov.uk/waste/litter/amazing/

Litter picking

We haven't had a litter pick in the parish for a while. Individuals do their bit when out walking but
if you would like to lead a collective effort please let us know via WhatsApp. Litter picks, gloves
and bags are available from Holmleigh in The Street.
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Charlie's back!

Pettistree is very proud to welcome Charlie Haylock back for another
entertaining talk on Friday 27 June. This time the talk will be on his
involvement as a consultant for the Suffolk dialect on the Netflix film, ‘The
Dig’which tells the story of the exploration and archaeology of the Anglo
Saxon ship burial at Sutton Hoo. It focusses on Basil Brown and Edith
Pretty’s ground-breaking work in the lead up to World War Il.

Charlie is a leading exponent of the Suffolk dialect and has presented many hilarious
talks onits influence on the history of spoken English, its impact across the globe and on place
names and surnames. He so enjoyed coming to Pettistree in 2014 that he wants to come back.

This will be Charlie’s last year of performing so not to be missed. Booking is
essential as places are limited. Let Cath Caudwell know as soon as possible (see poster). To
find out more about Charlie go to: http://soundingboardproductions.co.uk/chdefault.html

Pettistree Heritage Presents

AN EVENING WITH CHARLIE HAYLOCK
ON HIS INVOLVEMENT WITH THE FILM

‘'THE DIG

(THE ARCHEOLOGY OF SUTTON HOO)
FRIDAY 27™ JUNE
@ 7.00pm
PETTISTREE VILLAGE HALL

A PREVIEW OF THE FILM WILL ALSO BE SHOWN AT PETTISTREE VILLAGE
HALL ON

FRIDAY 13™ JUNE AT 7.30pm
FOR TICKET HOLDERS (RECOMMENDED)

Booking Essential as spaces limited, via Cath,
on roguescottage@mypostoffice.co.uk (07305 607428)

DONATIONS ON THE DOOR, CASH ONLY PLEASE, RAISING FUNDS FOR
THE REFURBISHMENT OF THE PARISH ROOM.

Light refreshments at the talk & a raffle.



http://soundingboardproductions.co.uk/chdefault.html
mailto:roguescottage@mypostoffice.co.uk

Renovation of the Church and
Parish Room

Notes from the dusty Nave
Martin Corrall - churchwarden

As | write - on 19 May - we are starting the eighth week of
sixteen of the re-plastering of the Nave Walls Project.

The work, costing £125,000, is being funded by an
indemnity insurance claim against the previous architect,
who erroneously specified paint instead of limewash. The
paint failed immediately and flaked because it trapped
moisture trying to move through the stone and flint walls.

All the existing plaster has now been carefully
removed and the underlying flint, and stone walls have been
raked out to remove loose material. The surface has then
been pointed-in, and stones securely added to ensure all
voids are fully filled.

The walls are now ready to receive lime-hair plaster
and the plastering team starts work today. Once the lime
plaster has fully cured then five coats of limewash will be
applied. The ceiling is to be painted with emulsion.

Meanwhile in the Parish Room the old ceiling has
been removed and replaced with 12.5mm plasterboard. This
will be skimmed and then have 300mm of rockwool
insulation laid on top after the electricians have fixed their
cables. The old floorboards have been taken up and the
rotten floor joists replaced. The suspended timber floor now
has 150mm of insulation held between the floor joists by two
breathable membranes. New softwood tongue and groove
floorboards have been fixed.

The existing floor vents have been cleaned out and
two new vents have been installed. This week the metal
rainwater gutter and downpipes are being removed,
refurbished, painted, and refixed on to repainted fascia
boards.

The next phase is to insulate the walls with wood
fibre board and lime plaster. The unique feature of lime
plaster is that it allows moisture to move through it and does
not trap it. Condensation issues have been a feature of the
parish room since it was built. This is also the reason that
lime plaster and limewash have been used in solid wall
churches for hundreds of years.

We would like to sincerely thank the Parish Council
for their generous support of the Parish Room Refurbishment
project. The aim is to deliver a warm, welcoming accessible
space for the whole community to use and enjoy for many
years to come.

The Parish Council agreed to grant £15,000 of CIL money
to the Parish Room renovation as it will be a community
benefit and has attracted excellent funding from residents.
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Latest

19 May the nave is filled with buckets and
troughs of freshly mixed lime hair mortar
waiting to be spread on the walls in the
morning and the electricians have fixed the
now not-surface cable conduits. In the
Parish Room the gutters and drainpipes have
been removed, repainted and refixed. The
new floor is complete and new skirting
boards will go back on after the woodfibre
insulation and lime plaster has been applied
to the walls. The windows are receiving the
close attention of the carpenters, rot
chiselled out, putty and some panes of glass
replaced before repainting.
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V-E Day Celebration

Jim Jarvie

Along with many communities across the
country, we celebrated V-E Day with a 'street
party' at the Village Hall. It commemorated the
day 80 years ago when Germany unconditionally
surrendered its military forces to the Allies.

Unfortunately, we were unable to have
our party outside because the weather was cool,
so we created a ‘street’ in the hall instead. The
Signys kindly donated their bunting, so we were
able to decorate the hall to provide an authentic
1940s feel. We opted for a ‘bring a dish’ rather
than a BBQ. | did receive some tongue in cheek
comments such as: "do we just bring a plate or
do you want food on it?"

More than 45 locals attended the event,
the oldest being David Walker aged 90 and the
youngest, George Caudwell-Smith at seven
weeks. Attendees brought both savoury and
sweet dishes, providing a delicious spread.
However, the most authentic food was provided
by Steve Wassell who conjured up a plate of
sliced spam and corned beef. The spam was
purchased in the Co-op and Steve was surprised
they hadn’t sold out as he thought everybody
would have the same idea as him!

The portions of food worked out really
well and very little was let over at the end. The
music of Vera Lynn, Bud Flanagan and Glenn
Miller played in the background on the sound
system, a CD player (remember those), provided
by Sue Jones. We were hoping to see the fly past
but unfortunately the pilots used the coastal

There has been a resurgence of interestin Spam
and Steve Wassell thoughtfully provided some
for the VE Day lunch. It was introduced in the
United States in 1937 by the Hormel Foods
Corporation and gained popularity worldwide
when supplied to the troops during World War II.
It was mass produced, high in protein and non-
perishable in cans. 150million pounds of Spam
was sent to Allied forces during the war.

But we know spam as something
altogether different. It is used for unwanted
messages and the name came out of a Monty
Python sketch. The comedians were in a cafe
singing spam, spam over and over when they
were told that everything on the menu included
spam. Like the meat, spam messages are

unavoidable and omnipresent.
Thanks ChatGPT

route and we could only see the aircraft in the far
distance. Once again, our community came up
trumps and the event was a thoroughly enjoyable
experience. My thanks to all those who provided
the food and helped on the day.




Annual Parish Meeting

Parochial Church Council Report
Maggie Hallett

After several years of struggling to find many
positives to bring to these annual meetings | now
have a much more encouraging report.

Progress has been made to rectify the
church nave issues. An experienced church
architect drew up plans for removal of the
contaminated nave plasterwork and will supervise
the replastering and limewash application. While the
church is closed, we are very grateful to use the
Village Hall for services.

Last Autumn we participated in the ‘Give to
Go Green’ fundraising to get matched funding of up
to £10,000 from the Church of England to help fund
renovation of the Parish Room. The total raised was
£21,785 which included £9,500 from the matched-
funding and Gift Aid. We've also applied for several
grants but further fundraising will required. The
contract was won by the same company working on
the church, which has helped to reduce cost.

After more than 18 months and three
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advertisements, the post of Vicar to the benefice
of Wickham Market and Pettistree was accepted
by the Rev. Charlotte Wallington.

All the normal Sunday and Festival
services have been held. The Easter service was
followed by an Egg Hunt in the church yard for the
under 13s. The Harvest service finished with
coffee and cake, and the church was beautifully
decorated particularly for the Christmas services.
The Christingle service was arranged so that
Presmere Nursery children could attend.

The Rev Richard Frost held a
Remembrance Morning service on Sunday 10
November and led us to the War memorial for the
Act of Remembrance. The Pettistree wreath was
laid by the Cllr Jones, chair of the parish council,
and the names of villagers who died in the World
wars were read. Jim Jarvie played his bagpipes and
Peter Holloway from Charsfield sounded the Last
Post.

The Community Payback Service team has
returned regularly to work in the churchyard and
the PCC is very grateful to Dick Smith for
organising this, and to Andy Curtis for mowing the
churchyard.

Village Hall Report

Jim Jarvie - Village Hall chairman

Bookings for the village hall have remained high and
groups using it varied. Almost all weekdays it is used
by groups including: pilates, art classes, basket
weaving, patchwork & quilting and a dance
choreographer. Children’s parties (up to 12 years of
age) continue to be booked at weekends. Our local
first responders hosted two useful sessions on the
use of a defibrillator.

Coffee mornings have proved incredibly
popular and we have on average thirty attendees.
The coffee machine, purchased by Cath and Dave
Caudwell, prepares excellent coffee. We are hoping
to encourage more people to attend our table tennis
evenings.

Some improvements have been made. The
felt roof over the entrance was repaired by Brad Bye
and Cath ensures superficial marks are cleaned.
This is in addition to her weekly duties keeping the
hall clean and well stocked. The hedges around the
carpark were trimmed as part of the village Autumn
programme. Our thanks go to Louis Deliss and Tom
Over. The hall hosted a Christmas bring and share
and Debbie Hayward’s children from Presmere

Nursery performed their nativity play. Our annual
Burns' night, hosted by the Jarvies, was a great
success and we donated nearly £1000 to the
Woodbridge branch of Riding for the Disabled.
Peter Holloway performed in the hall following a
village BBQ. We raised a further £270 for the RDA
and Peter donated £400 from the CADS event held
in March.

The finances of the hall are very healthy.
We are corresponding with the solicitors and the
executors to determine the way forward for the
legacy of £250,000 included in Mike Watts' will.
The solicitors have asked us to undertake a
feasibility study to future-proof the hall and they
will liaise with the charities included in the Watts'
legacy. A small working group is scoping what is
viable and we will be corresponding with the
solicitors over the coming weeks.

The Parish Council funded the purchase of
new chairs, a storage carrier and a table tennis
table. Our thanks go to the council. The old chairs
were donated to Wickham Market Primary School.

The village hall is a terrific community
asset and we would welcome any suggestions for
future events. Itis for us all to use and enjoy. My
thanks go to all the committee members, Cath
Caudwell and friends for their continuing support.



A dream come true

The Rev Charlotte Wallington owns two churches
and various church buildings but she is 'banned'
from one of them. The new Vicar of Wickham
Market and Pettistree cum Loudham, is currently
unable to get into Pettistree Church because of
renovations.

Instead, Charlotte has been conducting
very successful services at Pettistree Village Hall.
"It is great the church is getting done at last but
the Village Hall is proving popular. the dynamic is
different and people who maybe had difficulty
accessing the church are increasing attendance
at the services," she says.

Yes the vicar does own the church
property, which is something of an oddity but
does mean that none of them can be sold without
her involvement. Each church also has
institutional patrons.

Charlotte arrived in Suffolk from north
west London, where she grew up, college in
Oxford and a curacy in Derbyshire. Her sister,
Lizzie is a nurse in Norwich.

She says: " | knew from the age of about
14 that | would end up in the Church. | couldn't
see quite how that would happen but it did mean
that | was not going to be anything else".

So she spent time in admin jobs and
nearly 10 years working for Compassion, a
Christian child development charity before

Heritage Report

Cath Caudwell

I’d like to thank Ray Whitehand, a Pettistree
resident for many years, who has taken a keen
interest in its history ever since. Ray has been
diligently cataloguing Pettistree’s archive records
which are on loan to the Suffolk Record Office
(SRO). Quite rightly the records were listed as the
Joan Peck Collection after her work as our Local
History Recorder. Ray’s volunteer work with the
SRO has resulted in the Collection being listed
online.

During the year the booklet about The
Mount was updated and reprinted following
conservation work by Natural England around the
canal and the Mount itself. The last few months
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putting herself forward for ordination.

What does she want to achieve in
Pettistree? "l really want Pettistree Church to
flourish and to build relationships. Wickham
Market and Pettistree are differentin their
approach, and | see that as a hugely positive.

"We are all different in the way we
approach God and want different things from our
church experience. But | see both churches as a
family and I've already experienced great support
from our churchwardens and parochial church
councils".

of exceptional rainfall have benefited the water
levels within the canal so that it probably looks
more like it was originally intended.

The village has experienced road flooding
and an event at the Village Hall was be
postponed during Storm Babet. The area around
Presmere Pond, The Street near Holmleigh, the
entrance to the church car park and Rogues
Lane at both ends experienced extended periods
of standing water.

Rogues Lane continues to suffer due to
large vehicles, which arguably shouldn’t be
using, damaging verges and leaving substantial
deposits of soil in the middle of the lane.
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Nellie Kuma, a Project Officer, from Community
Action Suffolk, attended the Village Hall monthly
coffee morning on 5 March. She is reporting on
how rural communities take steps to talk about

and deal with mental health, cancer and
dementia.

(booking fees opply)
Ao b

Nellie delivered a short talk on the aims of
the project and spoke to several attendees, some

of whom were willing to be recorded and she was
pleased with the responses. She was particularly
impressed with our monthly coffee mornings and

the other events we host to bring the community

together.

If anyone thinks we should do more to
improve all of our wellbeing, please let us know.

Another resident keen to bring people together at events is Alun Davies of The

Laurels. Alun started the table tennis group at the Village Hall and is now
promoting a monthly Thursday Drinks at The Greyhound.

Alun Davies

The table tennis continues once a month. The standard is quite broad but most
important is that everybody enjoys it, be it the wine, the beer or the table

tennis! Everybody who attends seems to walk away with a smile. If you are not a

table tennis player but are sociable, please stop by there is no pressure to pick up
a bat! And there are no restrictions on attire, Jim chose to wear a jacket and tie
last time, he made some excuse about having to give a talk later that evening!

And the monthly village drinks seems to be gathering momentum. There
were nine people there on the second event, great to see Mick and Cath and a few
other come to the drinks. It will be held on the last Thursday of each month
starting at 8pm, or earlier if so inclined, and in the summer months, maybe

outside on the new tables and chairs that are arriving later this month.
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Bellringing
Mary Garner- Tower Captain

A quarter peal was rung to welcome Rev Charlotte Wallington
to her first service at Pettistree. Quarter peals have been rung
on Wednesdays every week before the practice. Many have
celebrated birthdays and births with one to mark the passing
of a localringer. The bells rang out at 6.30pm on 8 May to
celebrate the 80" Anniversary of VE Day, a quarter peal of 1280
Changes of Doubles, 5 methods and 1 principle:(120 Stedman,
200 Grandsire, 240 each of Reverse Canterbury, St Simon’s,
Plain Bob & St Martin’s). Nationally, bells were rung throughout
the day because there aren’t enough ringers to man all the
bells at one time.

[r The band Mark, Suzanne, Pippa,
Mike, Mary, Jonathan

The church is closed but the tower and ringing chamber are not.
Pettistree Ringers are very grateful that the PCC was keen that
ringing should continue.

The first problem to overcome was access to the ringing
chamber, the usual route being through the nave. The west door,
though functioning, was secured only from the inside of the
chamber. The contractors have fitted a temporary door to get
access directly from the churchyard.

The first practice night saw us gathering in a very fine, but
cold tent, whilst waiting to ring. It was rather windy outside and only
7 degrees. Although, on this occasion, we managed to fit about
fifteen people inside the tower it was not going to be a lasting
solution.

After much discussion amongst the ringers, permission was
sought to place a small shipping container in the churchyard
opposite the west door. This rather quirky solution has proved
successful, enabling the tower library and extra seating to be readily
available.

Six Pettistree ringers took partin the
annual Suffolk Guild 6-bell Striking
Competition, open to all towers from
across Suffolk. This year it was held at
Yoxford and we were placed 2.

We will need more funds e ' : To report concerns about roadside litter,
for the Parish Room so X or any matters relating to refuse and
ideas for fund-raising i - - cleansing services contact East Suffolk
welcome. How about an » S y Council’s Customer Services team:
auction of 'unloved A : 0333 016 2000

treasures and promises'? : customerservices@eastsuffolk.gov.uk
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HISTORY NOTES

Ray Whitehand

Pettistree's green lanes and triangles

| recently purchased a book by Valerie Betsey
called The Green lanes of England. This has
given me a new insight into the history of our
local countryside. Pettistree is well endowed
with remnants of its medieval landscape. While
the Village Green still sits proudly beside the
farm of the same name, it has diminished
somewhat from its Edwardian image when it

extended on the west side as far as Home Farm.

There is the remnant of a second Green
which greeted visitors to The Greyhound
(pictured). Here the highway hugged the
boundaries of the Laurels, Pettistree Cottage
and the Greyhound and there was a triangle of
green in the centre.

In medieval times there was a third one.
A document dated 1448 clearly identifies “half
acre Close of pasture with appurtenances
adjoining le Market Green, lately afarm in
Pettistree”, 'Le Market Green'. While no sign of
this feature survives it was possibly situated at
the top of the driveway from Byng Hall with
Upper Market and Lower Market fields on either
side. With ‘Millemound’ on the brow of a hillock
opposite the entrance this would have been a
very busy junction. The document itself is full of
places of the area and time. Names like Byng
Bridge, which has survived since at least the
1390s, Conyfers the area where the rabbit
(connies) warrens were, Smythfelde probably
named after a local farmer or farrier.

These greens were linked by the King's
Highways, roads running from Wickham past
Pettistree church, through the village to
Presmere pond then through Stump Street to
the Town House and on to Byng Hall. A second
principal road ran via Byng Bridge and on to
Dallinghoo.

But criss-crossing these arterial routes
were green lanes used by traders, drovers,
travellers and the farming fraternity. One very
well used route ran in an east west direction
from Fowles Watering in Wickham, down along
Loudham Lane to the Rosery, down to the
entrance on the corner by Hall Farm, on to the
site of Brick Kiln cottages, where Notcutts
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reservoir now sits, then on to Spring Lane, Ufford.

A second major green lane picked up the
Ashe Abbey to Loudham Hall route on the western
side of the park, before it was re-routed to the
eastern side. This greenway then crossed over
Loudham Lane dissected the first lane at Brick Kiln
then ran over the turnpike road beside Pettistree
House garden wall. It crossed over Java Lodge Road
then across the field towards Stump Street, down to
the old Town House before following the bank of
Byng brook over Byng bridge then on to market.
There were two types of dealers who dealt with
perishable produce at markets: badgers and higglers
The latter dealt in poultry and eggs, which they
obtained direct from farmers wives. The higglers
would sometimes deal by exchanging eggs with
utensils.

A tell-tale feature of lanes being used for
moving livestock and produce is they tend to be
much lower than the fields either side. This is
particularly evident in places along the Byng market
to Ashe Abbey route, a major route when the
parishes of Pettistree and Loudham were
appropriated to Ashe Abbey in 1413. The only way to
get animals to market was by droving them along the
road. This would result in plenty of manure.
Labourers would be employed to scrape the ‘waste’
off the roads and throw it onto the land. The process
inevitably meant a gradual lowering of the road and
raising of the fields.




On the Farm

Rain dances and good ideas
James Hayward

Hello everyone, and welcome to the latest update
from the farm. We emerged from another very wet
Autumn and Winter to be pleasantly surprised
crops were in reasonably good shape. That made
us optimistic for a productive growing season. But
that quickly faded. Since the beginning of March,
we’ve had just 12mm of rain—barely a tenth of
what we’d usually expect. As temperatures rise,
crops should be growing at their fastest. Instead,
vegetable growers are irrigating like mad and those
of us without reservoirs are left praying for rain.
Without significant rainfall in the next fortnight, we
could see early crops going to seed, resulting in up
to a 60% reduction inyields, and severely
impacted grain germination. Since we grow seed
crops for the following year, this is particularly
concerning for us and much of the little crop we do
produce may not be sellable.

So why not just build a reservoir? They cost
from £250,000 to £500,000 and beyond,
depending on the area of land to be irrigated.
Government grants can cover up to 40% of the
cost but it’s still a significant capital investment for
farmers; one that may take 40+ years to deliver a
return.

Our biggest challenge isn’t just financial.
It’s water availability. We don’t have enough
consistent flow through our land to justify
abstraction. In recent years, the Environment
Agency has rightly tightened its licensing to protect
rivers and wildlife. This means abstraction is
typically only allowed during winter and even then,
only when flows exceed permitted levels. After two
years of monitoring, the data suggests we’d be
unable to abstract enough to make a reservoir
viable from the streams flowing through our
farmland.

Other options we’re exploring include:
e Collaborative water-sharing with
neighbouring farms
e Growing more resilient crops, particularly
those better suited to dry, hot summers
e Developing otherincome streams
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There is an exciting innovation in the water space.
One such local example is the Felixstowe
Hydrocycle project. This recycles drainage water
that would otherwise be lost to the sea, using it
instead forirrigation. It requires substantial
investment but also collaboration between multiple
farming businesses.

A collaborative effort closer to home is the
Lower Deben Riparian Owners Group, of which
we’re proud to be a part. This group, formed in the
wake of Storm Babet in 2023, represents over 90%
of the riverbank ownership between Kettleborough
and Melton. Our goal is to clear and de-silt the River
Deben to restore its biodiversity and improve its
ability to manage floodwater.

Once the responsibility of the National River
Authority, river maintenance has increasingly fallen
to landowners; often without the necessary
resources or guidance. Even worse: well-
intentioned but improper work can lead to
prosecution and discourage action altogether.
While the Environment Agency has the authority
(and arguably the duty) to assist, support has so far
been limited. The consequences, unfortunately, are
stark: in Storm Babet’s wake, over 200 homes were
flooded, one life was lost, and damage to farmland
and wetlands reached hundreds of thousands of
pounds. R Hayward & Son has embarked on a
systematic programme of river and ditch clearing,
but it will be a long-term project.

At home, we continue to adapt to ensure the
farm’s resilience. We’ve expanded activities and
storage at our White House Farm site. The MOT
business run by local resident Kevin Melton has had
a great response from residents and local
businesses alike. The old buildings were no longer
fit for modern grain storage so we’ve applied for two
more grain stores with ventilation, insulation, grain
drying capabilities and smooth floors for easier
loading. New buildings will be screened with trees
and hedgerows and fitted with solar panels to
ensure renewable energy use. Please don’t hesitate
to getin touch if you’d like to know more about our
plans.

Finally, with my Parish Councillor hat on,
I've taken on responsibility for public spaces and
landscaping so please get in touch with ideas. The
Parish Council wants to encourage community
involvement in shaping the village’s future, whether
it’s tree planting, infrastructure improvements, or
new recreational facilities. Our goal is to leave
Pettistree and Loudham better for future
generations.
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Local Government News

Suffolk County Councillorﬂ[e)@m(fer M’Co[[reporting to our Annual Parish Meeting

The past year has contained the usual range of predictable and unscheduled work streams for me. The most
significant amongst the latter is the arrival of wide-ranging proposals from national government to put in place
directly elected mayors and unitary authorities across much of England currently served by two tier (three if
parish and town councils included) local government at district and county level.

In Suffolk this boils down to an election, supposedly in May 2026, for a mayor covering Norfolk and
Suffolk. The role, by definition, will be couched at a strategic level but will be influential not least as it is thought
some economic and transport strategy will be led by the postholder. Suffolkis likely to get between 1 and 3
unitary councils. Existing Suffolk councils at both levels have not agreed on the ideal number but it will be a
matter for government to decide and impose upon us. The date for election of councillors to the authority(ies)
has not been clearly determined and, once again, national government will be the decision taker. Meantime, |
will continue to carry out my role for the six parishes in the Wickham Division. | am honoured to do so as | have
served across two different councils since 1994. | believe all forms of local government to be key parts of our
democracy although, as with all organisations, it is the people within them who either rise to the (many)
challenges or not.

Turning to the predictable. Sizewell C (and other nationally significant energy projects) has certainly
and visibly landed amongst us. HGV movements on the A12 have significantly increased and a long tail of other
logistics vehicles are taking space on all our rural roads. | am the Suffolk County Council representative on the
SZC Northern and Southern Transport Forums and it is good to work with many parishes and towns to ensure
that the SZC team are accountable and held to account. Our ability to hold other Suffolk based energy projects
to account is proving more difficult and national government policies don’t help.

News from East Suffolk District Councillor Sa[[y Noble

Litter

East Suffolk Services Limited is reviewing safety procedures for working beside major roads, Once complete, it
is expected that the Council will permanently adopt twice-yearly litter picks beside these main roads, as well as
a regular schedule of litter picking and emptying of bins within laybys.

Environment

A conservation scheme to create over 100 spaces for the benefit of wildlife is returning for another year. Nature
at Work is being delivered in partnership with environmental charity Groundwork East.

The council has developed a Tree and Hedgerow Strategy, seeking input from residents, community groups,
and experts to identify key priorities and requirements for tree and hedgerow planting and management of
existing trees across the district.

Car parking

East Suffolk is investing £1 million in car park infrastructure, including new contactless payment terminals, EV
chargers, new cycle racks and signage, and introducing new parking tariffs. 30 minutes free parking will be
retained at council-owned car parks but new seasonal tariffs will be introduced in popular tourist destinations.
Other changes include the option to park for longer in short-stay car parks and reduced parking prices in car
parks in out of town centres to encourage people to park further afield and walk into town. Contactless
payment terminals will be introduced to give drivers more choice when paying for parking. This will be in
addition to paying through a parking app or with cash.

Bins

Waste bin collection will change in 2026. All households will be supplied with an extra wheelie bin to separate
paper and card from plastics, metal, cartons (including Tetra Pak) and glass bottles or jars. A weekly food waste
collection service will be provided with a food caddy plus a larger container for collection. ESC will adopt a
three-weekly waste collection service, rather than the current fortnightly arrangement, without a reduction in
the overall combined capacity of household bins.
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watching wildlife

Darren Tansley

Yellow-legged (Asian) hornet — we need your
help

On the Pettistree noticeboard near the village green
you will see a poster about the yellow-legged
hornet, an invasive species that was accidentally
introduced to Europe in 2004 when a single queen
was brought over to France in a shipment of goods
from East Asia. Thinking it would die off over winter,
the authorities did not respond and since then the
species has spread across much of mainland
Europe from that one individual. Each queen can
produce another 300 so if nests are not tackled
quickly the population expands exponentially each
year. They not only threaten honeybees but predate
huge quantities of other insects including our own
native bees, wasps, hornets, moths and butterflies
—all essential pollinators of crops and wild plants
and part of the food chain for birds and bats.

The impact on UK farming, honey
production and wildlife could be huge if we do not
prevent yellow-legged hornets establishing.
However, while it is extremely important that we
report any sightings, it is also essential that we do
not just kill them if we see them. The success of
keeping this species at bay relies on tracing live
hornets back to their nests, which can be
concealed 30m up a tree, unnoticed all summer.

So far, we have had no records in Suffolk,
but these hornets can appear anywhere as the main
way they arrive is in shipping containers from the
continent — not by flying here. The first clusters
appeared around Dover and then across Kent but
there has been one in Essex and many other
counties such as Hampshire, North Yorkshire,
Surrey and Sussex are starting to record them. With
Felixstowe and Harwich on our doorstep it is only a
matter of time before a container arrives with a
hornetinside.

Identification

A yellow-legged hornet (Asian hornet) is surprisingly
smaller than our native hornet - only just larger than
a typical wasp or honeybee. If you see a hornet that
is aninch (3cm) or more then it is not the invader.
The real giveaway is that it has bright yellow legs,
hence why we are now tending to call it the yellow-
legged hornet. The rest of it is much darker in colour
than a wasp or European hornet with just one
orange band at the rear end of the body.
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Asian hornet

What should you do?

e Take a photo and record the time and exact
location of your sighting. This is particularly
important as the majority of ‘sightings’ are
of our native hornets, wasps or bees. We
need to be able to correctly identify the
species.

e Reportyour sighting immediately to the UK
Centre for Hydrology and Ecology who
collate records and will investigate and
remove nests. Email
alertnonnative@ceh.ac.uk or search for the
Asian Hornet App and pop it on your smart
phone. You can report your sighting from
there.

e DO NOT go close to a confirmed yellow-
legged hornet nest, even to take photos.
Unlike our native hornets (which tend to
defend their nest only if it is disturbed)
these will attack without provocation and
these incidents can resultin
hospitalisation or worse. Only trained
professionals with the correct protective
gear can deal with this species.

If you want more information please check the
noticeboard or contact me via the village
Whatsapp.

native hornet



mailto:alertnonnative@ceh.ac.uk

WhatsApp Pettistree

About Pettistree People

The Parish Council funds this newsletter but it is
Your record of news and events. Do contact me
with ideas for articles and pictures. Or anything
you think the Parish Council or the editor should

know.
Editor - Sue Jones, Holmleigh

Planning applications

DC/25/1610/PDN - Melton Lodge
Farm, Lower Ufford Road - Permitted
Development Notification for a
temporary recreational campsite

DC/25/1640/AGO - White House
Farm, Main Road - Prior Notification

- Erection of two grain stores

DC/25/1375/FUL - Burways, Thong
Hall Road - Garage conversion,
single storey side and rear
extension, detached single garage,
external insulation, cladding and
solar roof
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CONTACTS

Parish Councillors

Chair SueJones 07725 197654
chair@pettistreeparishcouncil.gov.uk
Vice Chair Tom Over 07767 111267

Cllr[surname]@pettistreeparishcouncil.gov.uk

Mary Chilvers 746123
Charlie Warburg

Olivia Smith 07866 652062
James Hayward 07500 818121

Will Harrison

Footpaths: Judy Steventon

Planning: Tom Over

Community spaces & landscaping: James
Hayward

Roads: Will Harrison

Safeguarding: Mary Chilvers

Village hall rep: Olivia Smith

PC delivery and Planning Overview: Sue Jones
GDPR Data Controller: Clir Hayward

Clerk: Andrew Staples
clerk@pettistreeparishcouncil.gov.uk
Responsible Financial Officer: Simon Ashton
rfo@pettistreeparishcouncil.gov.uk

Pettistree People editor: Sue Jones
Pettistree News editor: Cath Caudwell
Whats App Group administrators: Alice Over
and Sue Jones

Website: Megan Lucas

www.pettistreeparishcouncil.gov.uk

Village Hall

Booking: Pauline Jarvie 745030

Church

Vicar: Charlotte Wallington
Wardens:

Carolyn Westrope
Martin Corrall

746139

Bellringers: Mary Garner 746097




